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G enerations
creator at war
with SABC
Producer wants rights to R1bn-a-year soapie

THE Supreme Court of Appeal has dismissed a bid by
author Ronald Suresh Roberts to appeal against a
judgment in which he lost a costly defamation suit
against the Sunday Times.

Roberts sued Johncom Media Investments after
taking issue with a story published in the newspaper
under the headline, “The unlikeable Mr Roberts”.

The Cape High Court dismissed his claim in
January — and turned down his application for leave
to appeal against the judgment.

Roberts turned to the Supreme Court of Appeal in
Bloemfontein, which this week dismissed his new
application for leave to appeal — with costs.

Roberts is the author of the recently published Fit
to Govern — The Native Intelligence of Thabo Mbeki.
— Andre Jurgens

Roberts loses again

CHARLES MOLELE

A FIERCE intellectual property rights
battle between TV producer Mfundi
Vundla and the SABC is threatening a
bitter end to their 14-year association.

Vundla, creator of South Africa’s
most popular soapie, G e n e ra t i o n s , on
SABC1, has refused to sign a long-term
contract with the public broadcaster
until it gives him the intellectual prop-
erty rights to his show.

Vundla also wants the SABC to relax
its strict editorial policies in his con-
tract, which now gives the broadcaster
the power to change, reject or edit the
show’s plot, storyline and script.

The dispute has created u n c e r t a i n ty
and insecurity among the cast mem-
bers and some are wondering whether
they should stay or go.

One actor, who asked not be named,
said: “I am not sure whether to accept
other offers for film and stage projects
or whether to stay at the SABC.”

Another lead actor said: “My agent
and I have been in discussions about
whether I should continue and we will
make a decision by the end of next
we e k . ”

The SABC offered to renew Vundla’s
contract, which expired in March, on
the same terms but he objected to
them.

A fuming Vundla told the Sunday
Times on Friday that independent pro-
ducers should have the right to co-own
the intellectual property rights, as is
the international norm.

“We are tackling these issues with
the SABC. We feel we should own a part

of it — we are the ones who have built
this brand to what it is today,” he said.
“And, if truth be told, G e n e ra t i o n s has
been central to the growth of SABC 1.”

Vundla, boss of Morula Productions,
created G e n e ra t i o n s for the SABC in
1993 after his return from exile in the
US. Today, the soap opera employs
more than 200 people.

It generates more than R1-billion in
advertising revenue each year for the
SABC — more than any of its other
locally produced programmes.

The SABC is also raking in millions
by syndicating G e n e ra t i o n s to at least
12 African countries, including Senegal
and Nigeria. It also syndicates the show
in Jamaica and North America.

SABC chief executive of Content
Enterprises Mvuzo Mbebe said Vundla
was within his rights to complain about
certain clauses in his contract.

“We are engaged in negotiations at
the moment and I believe we’ll reach
agreement,” he said.

In 2001, Vundla was embroiled in a
similar dispute over intellectual prop-
erty rights with e.tv over the free-to-air
channel’s first local soap, Backstage.

The dispute was taken to the Cape
Town High Court after e.tv sacked
Vundla and took control of the show’s
production. Vundla lost the case.

Water Affairs to focus on poor schools
SUTHENTIRA GOVENDER

THE Department of Water
Affairs and Forestry has taken
over the provision of water and
sanitation in impoverished pub-
lic schools.

The department told Parlia-
ment last week that it took
charge of the situation after ed-
ucation authorities failed to meet
a target set in 2003 to address
backlogs in government schools.

Spokesman Themba Khumalo
said Water Affairs and Forestry
had begun using its surplus

funds this year to bolster pro-
grammes that provincial edu-
cation departments had already
started and would focus the bulk
of its budget allocation next year
on the provision of water and
toilets in government schools.

“This aims to support the
Department of Education to
achieve its water and sanitation
target as soon as possible.”

The education and recreation
select committee recently raised
concerns about the impact of
the backlogs on the provision
of education and the lack of

co-operation between govern-
ment departments.

Khumalo said his department
would prioritise schools with the
most critical needs from a fi-
nalised database supplied by ed-
ucation authorities.

Education Director-General
Duncan Hindle conceded that
there were huge backlogs in
the provision of water and san-
itation to schools, adding: “It
does make sense for Water Af-
fairs to take over . . . we’ve
agreed that they should take the
lead in this regard.”

WANTING A SLICE: Mfundi Vundla says he should co-own the rights to Generations Picture: AMBROSE PETERS

‘We feel we should own a
part of it — we are the
ones who have built this
brand to what it is today’
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